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his or her possession of good moral 
character and reputation as prescribed 
in paragraph (b) of this section. Upon 
reapplication for registration, the indi-
vidual also shall complete successfully 
the examination prescribed in para-
graph (b) of this section, even though 
the individual has previously passed a 
registration examination. 

§ 11.8 Oath and registration fee. 
(a) After an individual passes the ex-

amination, or the examination is 
waived, the OED Director shall 
promptly publish a solicitation for in-
formation concerning the individual’s 
good moral character and reputation. 
The solicitation shall include the indi-
vidual’s name, and business or commu-
nication postal address. 

(b) An individual shall not be reg-
istered as an attorney under § 11.6(a), 
registered as an agent under § 11.6(b) or 
(c), or granted limited recognition 
under § 11.9(b) unless within two years 
of the mailing date of a notice of pass-
ing registration examination or of 
waiver of the examination the indi-
vidual files with the OED Director a 
completed Data Sheet, an oath or dec-
laration prescribed by the USPTO Di-
rector, and the registration fee set 
forth in § 1.21(a)(2) of this subchapter. 
An individual seeking registration as 
an attorney under § 11.6(a) must pro-
vide a certificate of good standing of 
the bar of the highest court of a State 
that is no more than six months old. 

(c) An individual who does not com-
ply with the requirements of paragraph 
(b) of this section within the two-year 
period will be required to retake the 
registration examination. 

(d) Annual practitioner maintenance 
fee. A registered patent attorney or 
agent shall annually pay to the USPTO 
Director a practitioner maintenance 
fee in the amount set forth in 
§ 1.21(a)(7) of this subchapter. Individ-
uals granted limited recognition under 
paragraph (b) of § 11.9 shall annually 
pay to the USPTO Director a practi-
tioner maintenance fee in the amount 
set forth in § 1.21(a)(8) of this sub-
chapter. Adequate notice shall be pub-
lished and sent to practitioners in ad-
vance of the due date for payment of 
the annual practitioner maintenance 
fee. Payment shall be for the fiscal 

year in which the annual practitioner 
maintenance fee is assessed. Payment 
shall be due by the last day of the pay-
ment period. Persons newly registered 
or granted limited recognition shall 
not be liable for the annual practi-
tioner maintenance fee during the fis-
cal year in which they are first reg-
istered or granted limited recognition. 
Failure to comply with the provisions 
of this paragraph (d) shall require the 
OED Director to subject a practitioner 
to a delinquency fee penalty set forth 
in § 11.11(b)(1), and further financial 
penalties and administrative suspen-
sion as set forth in § 11.11(b)(2) and 
(b)(3). 

[69 FR 35452, June 24, 2004, as amended at 73 
FR 67757, Nov. 17, 2008] 

§ 11.9 Limited recognition in patent 
matters. 

(a) Any individual not registered 
under § 11.6 may, upon a showing of cir-
cumstances which render it necessary 
or justifiable, and that the individual 
is of good moral character and reputa-
tion, be given limited recognition by 
the OED Director to prosecute as at-
torney or agent a specified patent ap-
plication or specified patent applica-
tions. Limited recognition under this 
paragraph shall not extend further 
than the application or applications 
specified. Limited recognition shall not 
be granted while individuals who have 
passed the examination or for whom 
the examination has been waived are 
awaiting registration to practice before 
the Office in patent matters. 

(b) A nonimmigrant alien residing in 
the United States and fulfilling the 
provisions of § 11.7(a) and (b) may be 
granted limited recognition if the non-
immigrant alien is authorized by the 
Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration 
Services to be employed or trained in 
the United States in the capacity of 
representing a patent applicant by pre-
senting or prosecuting a patent appli-
cation. Limited recognition shall be 
granted for a period consistent with 
the terms of authorized employment or 
training. Limited recognition shall not 
be granted or extended to a non-United 
States citizen residing abroad. If grant-
ed, limited recognition shall automati-
cally expire upon the nonimmigrant 
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